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PORTAL

SUMMER

INDEPENDENCE DAY

The main entrance to the Bowd occurs through the Portal at the west-
ern end of the Crescent Within warm-toned concrete walls textured
like local cabins, the Portal frames the sky along the path of Fiight 3 to
the Crash Site. A black slate walkway leads vsitors through the firstwal
into the Portal Plaza featuring Red Maple trees. Marking the Flight Path,
the walkway extends through the Flaza and a second wal portal to give
visitors their first look at the expanse of the Bowl and the Crash Site
below Atthe end of this path i asloped glass plaque inscribed with the
Mission Statement At night the Fight Path & iluminated with recessed
in-grade linear blue lines of gentle ight that are perpendicular to the
path flow to foster orientation and a rhytm of movement The glass
mermorial plaque is edge-ighted from the base of the panel, alowing the
text and its meanings to glow and radiate light

The end of the Portal Flaza is open; giving  feeling of release to the
overall Crescent From the Plaza, the public can enter the Viitor Center
thatis integrated within the ndform and walls of the Crescent The Visi-
tor Center & the interpretive and educational hub of the Park featuring
exhibits about the history of the site, Flght 93, the passengers and crew,
and artifacts that have been left at the site, including the Temporary
Mernorial that & removed. Here, visitors are able to leave written trib-
utes. At night, the Viitor Center provides a lantern-like image by means
of difuse, glowing light through an etched glass enclosure:
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